 Finding the Indian
~ Woman's hidden slranglh

n my capacity as a senior manager of an

international company, | have been privileged to

work across geographical areas of the globe from

Central and Eastern Europe, USA, South Africa,
Middle East to India, encountering many wonderful
experiences. | felt that my experiences needed to
be captured in some form and what better way than
to encapsulate the images and the stories they told,
but through the lens of a camera. Therefore, two
years ago | started taking photographs during my
travels. | found this new hobby not only rewarding
but also a wonderful way of de-stressing after an
arduous working week.

My new hobby soon became a passion where
| could also poriray my perceptions of a plethora
of different cultures and life within these amazing
countries | was engaged with. However, | was so
taken aback when | first stepped upon the shores of
India to find such a paradox of a country, instantly
feeling as if | was being swept into an intense and
exciting experience. The richness of the different
cultures, the vibrant colours mixed with the varied
aromas, is certainly a photographer's dream and |
could not wait to start capturing my perceptions of
the rich culture of India.

| was astounded when | saw and found myself in
awe of the strength of ‘The Real Women of India’, not
having encountered anything like this strength and
resilience that | had seen in any other country | had
visited previously. During my travels through India,
the respect and adulation | have for the way these
women conducted their daily lives grew on me. | felt
compelled to share my perceptions of what | was
stumbling across. Amongst a sea of humans, the
emotions of these women shine above the pollution,
the crowds, the extreme conditions, and you cannot
help but be amazed and admire such outlooks
on life.

Travelling to Pondicherry | came across a very
large group of women working in the salt flats, each
carrying heavy loads with smiles on their faces,
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passing these loads between each other as if they
were baskets of feathers! | was ashamed to think
that in my cocooned world we would not be capable
of doing such strenuous tasks let alone conduct
them with such joviality like these smiling women
were. Observing and photographing a stoic elderly
woman climbing a steep hill that | doubt | would be
fit enough to scale, with all the dignity and pride
that one could not imagine, made me feel quite
inadequate. | may have the material luxuries and
comforts but certainly not the fortitude and resilience
of this lady.

Portraits and street life soon became my focus,
especially the emotions that these ‘Real Women of
India’ displayed during their working day, and | found
more people becoming interested and intrigued with
what | was portraying. Therefore, | wanted to share
some of these Jewels of India with the world. As
| watched and captured these images through my
lens, | saw vendors plying their trade and | admired
their pensive looks when they had that rare moment
of relief, many dreaming of better times with hope.

| was asked during a TV interview what my
challenges were in finding subjects 0 photograph
during my travels. My biggest challenge was o
capture the emotions without the subject being
aware, because, as soon as they see you with a
camera they want to pose obligingly and then the
moment is lost forever.

| was encouraged with the support and interest
from several individuals to exhibit my photographic
perceptions and to share them with others. My
debut exhibition was held at the ITC Royal Gardenia
Hotel, Bangalore in October 2009 in support of
ROKO Cancer. It was an unprecedented success
as some of my pictures were bid for and bought
in auction and all the proceeds were donated to
ROKO Cancer.

So why did | choose to associate my show “The
Real Women of India’ with ROKO Cancer? There
are several reasons why | chose to support ROKO
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