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A Breathtaking Experience....
Majestic India

Leskey ] au rﬂen

B lthough there are many wonderful

Apla:es throughout the world, there are
few places that are so hum bling and

yet 5o majestic that they take your breath
away. Throughaut my travels | have visited
many awe-inspiring places but a few stand
out above the rest. One of thase mem orable
journeys is Petra in Jordan - a stunning
experience which is very hard to describe.
As you take in the amazing structures,
an emotion overwhelm s you that tingles
throughout your body. | couldn’t believe my
luck when | came across a similar encounter
inIndia. Asyouwalk around the carners, you
are met with the mast amazing topography,
|lustrous temples standing proud and rock
farm ations commanding attention. For those
of you that have had the opportunity to visit
this marvellous place you will know | am
talking about Ham pi in Northern Karnataka.
The tranguility that engulfs this wonderful
World Heritage Site was in stark contrast to
some of the astonishing Indian cities that |
have had the pleasure of visitng.

As | walked around the m onum ents and
sites | couldn’t help but smile. Although a
serene mystic place, the cheerfulness of the
people was stll as infectious as | have found
throughaout my travels within India. From
vendars to tourists, | couldn’t help but get last
inthe emaotions of these individuals,

I was in awe of the precision with which
the young men handled the magnificent
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elephants as they bathed them in the

river. The tourists watching this everyday
pccurrence were am azed at the exercise while
the locals didn't appear to notice anything
new and continued with their daily chares. It
is on occasions like this that | stap and realise
just how much we take for granted. When
had | last observed a tradition in the city |
come from, acknowledging its uniqueness? |
really do not remember!

There were groups of men and women
that had travelled specifically to visit Hampi.
The striking colours of their attire projected a
three dim ensianal visual against the surreal
background of the stunning scenery. Herel
was amidst this amazing World Heritage Site
and still the vibrant colours of India that | had
become so familiar with engulfed me. The
jewellery warn by the women glistened in
the bright sunlight adding extra richnesste a
location already rich in history.

| watched the children playing, totally
oblivious to their surroundings, the ususl
jay an their faces as they becam e engrossed
intheir games. Hopefully they would grow
up to appredate this magical place and not

becam e complacent about it as we so often
do. The young boy masguerading in his
sunglasses amused me. He was so proud
when he viewed the photograph | had taken
that befare | knew what was happening, |
was surrounded by youngsters competing to
get their photographs taken. Some of the
professional models could learn from the
poses these children displayed! The young girl
adorned in a vivid blue dress com plim ented
by vibrant orange bows placed tenderly in
her hair was unaware of what was happening
around her; the most important thing to her
at that moment was enjoying the kernel from
the coconut she was eating.

As | weaved through the lanes, they
became alive with acrivity, vendors selling
their wares, craftsmen displaying their skills,
tourists spell bound by the stmosphere,
teenagers giggling and children running
around. | observed the ‘Holy Man' zigzagging
his way amongst the crowds stopping to
bestow his blessing on those who had the
time to spare and individuals who purposely
approached him. Thewomen carrying their
heawy loads not having the time to stop and

Majestic! How cansomething so hlE: be so elegant and Eenlﬂe? | never stop 1o bes amezed at these majestc
t

creatures, As this elephant took his
wewers o upset his bath fime.

i
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hi he was comforta

E in his surroundings and did not allow the meny
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What a Blessing! | obzerved the Holy Man ?3
blessing on those who had the §me to spare and i
brought fo peoples face!

chat, the determination in their face was one
of someone with a deadline to complete.

The sunwas getting hotter and it was time
to rest with anice cold drink! | sat back in the
shade watching the family drying their dothes
after having fun cooling off in the river. The
small motor boats ferried people back and forth
to the oppasite sides of the water with the
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qing his way amongst the crowds, stopping to Bestow his
niduals who purposely approached him {ﬁ
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passengers gingerly exiting the vessel but smiles
beaming across their faces. It isthese spedial
mom ents that | realise just how important my
camera is, what better way to capture such
timeless moments but through a lens of a
camera. Asthey say, every picture tells a story
and | certainly have a story baok from my short
trip to such afascinating corner of India.

Shaded! Was ths women using her basket for

shade in the hot sun? Mo she was carrying her
wares with a definite stide. [wouldn't suggest

amuane getin the way of her mission,

)

After restng, | strolled to the hub of
Ham pi where shops displayed their goads,
the aromas of food and coffee filled the air
andthe hustle and bustle of people stretched
along the streets. Groups of families and
friends blocked the pavements as they
talked and laughed amaongst themselves,
again evidence of closeness amongst
families. These wonderful moments often
transport me back to the imes when as a
child we would go an 2 family cuting to the
countryside, packed lunches and ocutdoor
games for amusement. How precious those
trips were, family and friends spending
guality tme together trying desperataly to
find a balance between work and pleasure.
My observations of India show that this is
not an issue as family always comes first and
guality time is automatically a part of a daily
routine. I'm sure many European countries
could learn fram the Indian way of life. |
know | certainly have!

I never said goodbye ta Hampi | know |
will return again.

You can read more ahout my perceptions
and experiences and why I choose to capture
theimages that | do in my travels, infurther
editions of Asian Photography.

Happy Clicking!

— Lesley | Saunders
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